AP RUBRIC

This score represents a judgment of the essay’s quality as a whole. This score includes your essay’s content, style, and mechanics. A score of 0 represents an essay that references the task, but does not provide adequate support. A poorly written essay cannot receive a score higher than a 3. A score of 9 is rare and one of the ways to achieve this is to demonstrate sophistication that is impressive and mature. This rubric will be used to grade the majority of your essays this year. You should take the time to become very familiar with this grading scale. Please keep this rubric in your binder the entire year.
9 Effectively develops a position or persuasive argument in a sophisticated and perceptive manner. The argument is developed and sustained throughout the entire essay. Evidence provided is very convincing and the command of the text is impressive. Textual references are apt, specific, and perceptive. The writer demonstrates the ability to write effectively and has an impressive in control of language. Stylistic elegance is clearly demonstrated throughout the entire essay; the essay demonstrates a wide range of the elements of effective writing in a mature manner.
8
Effectively develops a position or persuasive argument. Sophistication and perception are   

      present but are not consistent throughout the essay.  Evidence provided is convincing and 
      command of the text is present.  Textual references are apt and specific. The writer demonstrates 
      the ability to write effectively and shows control of language.   Stylistic elegance is apparent in 
      places throughout the essay; the essay includes a range of the elements of effective writing.
7
Adequately develops a position or persuasive argument, but could be more thorough and/or 
perceptive.  This essay offers a reasonable analysis of the topic.   The essay is less precise in its 

      discussion.  Evidence provided is appropriate, but could be more thorough and convincing.  

This essay demonstrates the student’s ability to express ideas clearly and make references to the 
      text, but it needs more maturity, control, and sophistication.  The essay needs more stylistic 
      elegance throughout.  The essay includes some elements of effective writing.
6
Adequately develops a position or persuasive argument in a generally convincing manner, but 
the argument is less convincing, thorough, and perceptive than essays receiving a 7.

Evidence provided is appropriate but needs to be developed more thoroughly, appropriately, and 
convincingly.  The essay may be briefer and less insightful in analysis and/or argument.  
      The writer demonstrates the ability to write adequately, but maturity, control, and sophistication 
      are lacking.  Stylistic elegance is lacking.  The essay demonstrates some basic elements of effective      

      writing. 
5
These essays develop a plausible position on the subject.  They tend to be superficial in their 
      analysis of the topic.  The evidence or explanations used may be uneven, inconsistent, or limited.  
      This essay may be vague or formulaic.  Specific references to the text are minimal or general.  
      There may be minor misinterpretations.  This essay demonstrates control of the language, but the 
      writing may be marred by surface errors.  This essay may not be well-conceived or organized.  
4   Inadequately develops a position or persuasive argument.  The evidence or explanations used 
     may be inappropriate, insufficient, or less convincing.  The argument may have lapses in coherence 
     or be inadequately developed. Textual references may be minimal or vague.   The prose general 
     conveys the writer’s ideas but may be less consistent in controlling the elements of effective 
     writing.  
3  Inadequately develops a position or persuasive argument.  The evidence and explanations used 
    may be partial unconvincing, or irrelevant.  Textual references may be minimal or missing.  The 
    writing may demonstrate a lack of control over the conventions of composition, inadequate 
    development of ideas, accumulation of errors, or a focus that is unclear, inconsistent, or repetitive.  
2   Little success / weak  Essays earning a score of 2 demonstrate little success in developing a 
     position.  Although some attempt has been made to respond to the prompt, the student’s assertions 
     are presented with little clarity, organization, or support.  Textual references may be vague or 
     missing.  The essay may offer a misreading of a work.  The prose may demonstrate a consistent 
     weakness in writing, such as grammatical problems, a lack of development, a lack of organization, 
     or a lack of coherence and clarity.  
1   Little success / weak  This essay demonstrates little success in developing a position.  These 
     essays may misunderstand the prompt or substitute a simpler task by responding to the prompt 
     tangentially with unrelated, inaccurate, or inappropriate explanation.  Textual references may be 
     vague or missing and may offer a misreading of the work.  The prose often demonstrates weakness 
     in writing, such as grammatical problems, a lack of organization, or a lack of clarity.  This essay 
     may be unacceptably brief.  
0 Indicates an off-topic response that receives no credit, such as one that merely repeats the 
      prompt. These essays give a response that is no more than a reference to the task.
