Career Pathway Research Paper Guidelines
Rose - English 10 – 2010-2011

This year, your major research project will be an informative / persuasive paper and presentation. Informative essays are essays that explain or inform the reader about a topic. Persuasive essays are essays that explain why we should do something or why we should feel a certain way. Facts (aka research!) are a way to build and support your argument as well as building emotional and ethical appeals.
Topic: Pathway to your career
· Visit the OCIS to take the career surveys
· Choose a career based on your results

· Rationalize your choice

· Choose an Ohio College that provides a strong program for this career

· Conduct the necessary research to make these decisions

· Research successful people who already are employed within this career/field

· Use this person as a model 

Breakdown of Paper:

· Introduction: Define career. Basic daily tasks of worker.

· Body Paragraph 1: Historical evolution of job/field
· Body Paragraphs 2-5*: Prove thesis

· Why are you a match for this career?

· What do I have to do now to get into the college/program which will lead me on this career path?

· What financial planning is necessary for me to attain a job in this field?
· Why is this college the best choice for me?*

· What credentials do I need after college to actually get the job?

· What is the job outlook?

· Conclusion: Final statement on actions which need to take place.

Sources:  A minimum of four academic sources are required. 

· Personal Interview (shadowing the worker/job)
· Articles about successful people within this career/field
· Articles on financial planning for college (important for background knowledge!)
· These will most likely be but are not limited to newspaper/magazine articles, TV news reports, and printed interviews.
· Utilize Media Center databases: EBSCOhost, OCIS, NewsBank
· Dictionaries are not necessary for this project and therefore, these are not acceptable sources.
· Random quotes from quoteland.com or some other quote site do not count as research!! You can use them at the beginning or end of your paper as a way to get us to think about something but they are not counted as a source. However, they must contain an in-text citation and be included in your Work Cited page.
· No Wikipedia, about.com, or personal web pages. Using these will result in a ZERO for the project! 
Thesis: One focused sentence stating what will be proven in the paper. We will review this carefully in class.
· This is the most important part of your paper. Your entire paper should be devoted to proving this statement. No information should be added that does not work towards proving this statement.  

· To come up with your thesis, you must complete preliminary research on your topic.

· Your thesis statement will directly assert your position. Become an authority on your career. Gather information from the four different sources to DEVELOP and PROVE your thesis.

· This is not a time to be “wishy-washy.” Come right out and say what you think in a formal manner which makes you sound credible.  

· Choose your thesis statement BEFORE you start taking any formal notes. This helps you to avoid taking notes on what won’t help to prove your thesis.

Requirements:


· Signed contract from student and parent (Due Friday 3-4-11)
· 3-4 pages in length (intro, 4-6 body paragraphs, conclusion)

· Works Cited page

· At least three in-text citations per paragraph with the exception of the conclusion and introduction. This means you will have a minimum of twelve in-text citations.
· Of all of your in-text citations, six must be paraphrases, properly integrated and formatted.
· Formal writing style, avoiding second person, contractions, etc. (See Demon Sheet)

· Submission to turnitin.com

Evaluation:  You will be evaluated on a variety of steps and individual assignments, as well as the final product. Consult the checklist and/or the March calendar for due dates. A specific rubric will be provided as your final draft nears but here are the basics to think about in advance:

· Quality of content.

· How well you prove your thesis and draw conclusions.

· How well you explain basic law information.

· Organization, usage, mechanics, and style.

Research: We will be following a similar version of the research process that you learned last year in ninth grade.  A basic understanding of the research and documentation process is required, as we are building upon skills acquired last year.  We will be using MLA format. Nothing else will be accepted.
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Materials (all of these are necessary!):


· Jump Drive 

· Writing Portfolio (make a separate section for Research)

· Media Center database sheet (Bright Green One)
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