The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn
Discussion Questions and Study Guide

Chapters 1 – 3: 

Key events:
Important passage (with page number):
Questions:

1. Compare and contrast Huck Finn and Tom Sawyer.  Consider how they treat Jim, their approach to problem solving, their way of planning the gang’s adventures, their attitudes toward books and learning, and their family experiences.

2. List both scenes which establish superstition as a theme in the novel.  How do these scenes help establish character?  How do they serve as foreshadowing?

3. The Widow Douglas and her sister, Miss Watson, are both trying to civilize Huck.  Compare and contrast their attitudes toward Huck.  What method does each one use in her efforts to turn him into a “respectable” citizen.  Discuss Huck’s reaction to being civilized.  What might this say about the civilized world early on?
4. Twain chooses a 13-year-old boy as narrator for his novel.  In what way does this help to accomplish Twain’s purpose?  Discuss the ways in which a young, innocent narrator can make a profound statement about the hypocrisy of his society.  

5. Analyze the role of respectability in Tom Sawyer’s supposedly lawless gang.  Why is it mandatory for each member to have a respectable family?  Examine the idea that Huck, who has had more experience with breaking the law than any of the others, comes close to being excluded from the gang.
Chapters 4 – 7:  

Key events:

Important Passage (with page number):

Questions:

6. Describe Pap.  Pap does not appear to be what we would call a “civilized” man; however, he does fit into larger society.  What are some of the things Pap does in these chapters that make him particularly repulsive?  How does Pap represent the worst of society?
7. Huck seems to adapt to almost any situation.  He has become accustomed to civilized life with the Widow Douglas.  Later he finds life in the woods carefree and easy.  Analyze the character of Huck.  Discuss the possible reason for his adaptability to different situations.  Why might Twain have created an adaptable character?
8. Huck wishes Tom Sawyer were with him to add some fancy touches to his plan of escape.  Detail Huck’s escape.  Discuss the difference between Huck’s scheme of faking his death and the attack Tom planned in Chapter 3.  What might Twain be saying about the two characters?  What might Twain be satirizing? 
Chapters 8 – 11: 
Key events:

Important passage (with page number):

Questions:
9. In what way are Huck and Jim alike?  How are they different?  Discuss the power structure in society.  Why is this particularly ironic?

10. Some say that when Huck runs into Jim on the island it represents rebirth.  In what way is Huck reborn?  What inner conflict results?  Cite specific examples from the text that show Huck’s treatment of Jim in a new light.
11. Cite an example from the text that shows Jim acting as a surrogate parent to Huck.  How do you think this effects Huck?

12. When Huck curls up the snake at the foot of Jim’s blanket, he does not tell Jim that he has done it.  What is his reason for keeping his little joke a secret?  What lesson does Huck learn from it?  How would Jim have felt if Huck would have told the truth?

Chapters 12 – 16: 
Key events:

Important Passage (with page number):

Questions:

13.  Discuss the irony in the award monies being offered for Pap and Jim.

14. Discuss Huck’s decision to board the steamboat and his resulting moral conflict.  Why doesn’t Jim attempt to dissuade him from boarding the boat?  In what way does this reflect his standing in society?

15. What importance does the night in the fog serve in the book?  Discuss what happens in the fog, what the fog might symbolize, and what Huck realizes as a result of the experience.

16. Discuss the irony in the statement Jim makes about stealing his children.  Why did Huck feel it was morally wrong for Jim to claim his children as his own?
17. Critics believe Twain stopped writing the novel for a few years after he finished Chapter 16.  Why would this have been a difficult place to continue?  How does the setting of the novel change at this point?  

Chapter 17 – 21: 
Key events:

Important passage (with page number):

Questions:

18. Describe the Grangerford house.  What is satirical about the furnishings, art, and poetry?  What does this description say about the Grangerfords?  

19. Twain employs satire throughout the novel to speak out against the hypocrisy and corruption in his society.  In what way is the church service attended by the Grangerfords and the Shepherdsons an attack on the religion of Twain’s day?
20. How is life on the raft in these chapters contrasted with life on the shore?  What has the raft come to mean to Huck and to Jim?

21. Who joins Huck and Jim on the raft?  Why doesn’t Huck expose them as frauds?
22. The story of Romeo and Juliet has now turned up twice.  Where are the two references to Romeo and Juliet?  Why do you think these references are in the novel?

23. Huck’s journey on the river is filled with adventures, but it is also a symbolic journey.  What does his journey symbolize?  What does the river symbolize to Huck and Jim?  What changes on the river and on the shore as Huck and Jim travel deeper south?  Cite specific examples from the text to support your answer.

Chapters 22 – 30: 
Key events:

Important passage (with page number):

Questions:

24. Discuss the development of Jim’s humanity in the eyes of Huck.  In what ways has Jim been dehumanized by society?  How does Jim’s story about Lizabeth change this?

25. Twain is satirizing the lynch mob in these chapters.  What does the scene with the mob and Sherburn’s speech about human nature reveal about Twain’s own ideas of mobs and society?

26. How does Huck feel about the duke and dauphin’s decision to con the Wilks?  In what way is Huck less tolerant of their schemes?  What does this change signify about Huck’s moral development?

27. The separation of families through the selling of slaves is a recurrent theme in the novel.  What is Twain’s attitude about this issue?
28. Throughout the novel, Huck told stories or lies in a variety of situations.  Discuss these times and how Huck’s idea of truth has changed.  

Chapter 31:
Key events:

Important passage (with page number):

Question:

29. Chapter 31 is often considered the most important or most climatic chapter.  Why?  What happens in this chapter that signifies Huck’s change?  What would you say is one of the themes of the novel at this point?

Chapters 32 – 43: 
Key events:

Important passage (with page number):

Questions:

30. Contrast Huck and Tom’s approaches to freeing Jim.  What is Twain satirizing with the character of Tom?  Discuss the importance of freeing Jim to Tom and to Huck.  Why does Tom agree to help Huck?  What does this say about their differing morality?

31. Jim is taken out of his prison to help Huck and Tom with the grindstone.  In what way is this humorous incident ironic?  Why doesn’t Jim just escape then?  Tom often prescribes cruel treatment of Jim in order to carry out his elaborate plan of escape.  How do you account for Tom’s lack of sensitivity to Jim’s treatment?  Is Tom cruel?  How does he treat others in the novel?

32. Why does Jim give up his freedom to help Tom?  Describe the character of Jim.  Discuss his nobility in contrast to the other characters in the book.  
33. At the end of the novel, Huck decides to go west in an attempt to avoid civilization.  What does civilization represent to Huck?  How is Huck different from those civilized people around him?  What is Twain’s ultimate message about the conflict between the individual and society?  In what ways does this message reflect those of other writers you’ve read this year?

