IMPORTANT PASSAGES TO DISCUSS in Mark Twain’s 

Adventures of Huckleberry Finn
BIG QUESTIONS:


How do the characters show the flaws of society?


How does the journey of Huckleberry Finn reveal the flaws of society?


Who is the hero? Huckleberry? Jim?


Why is satire effective in revealing the flaws of society?


Why are so many people offended by this novel? Are their feelings justified?

Ch. 14

Continue to fill-out your satire chart. Find examples to discuss that specifically address the question of why satire is effective in revealing the flaws of society. For example, Huck tried to explain to Jim why French people sound different than other people. When Jim asks about this, Huck replies,


“…I got some of their jabber out of a book. Spose a man was to come to you and 
say Polly-voo-franzy – what would you think?”


Jim replies,


“I wouldn’ think nuff’n; I’d take en bust him over de head. Dat is, is he warn’t 
white. I wouldn’t ‘low no nigger to call me dat.”



- Although humorous, this causes a moment of truth when Jim mentions 


race. 

Ch. 16

List 2-4 instances where Huck’s conscience doesn’t match the expectations of society. For example, Huck is:


“…feeling bad and low, because I knowed very well I had done wrong, and I see 
it warn’t no use for me to try to learn to do right; a body that don’t get started 
right when he’s little ain’t got no show…Well, then, says I, what’s the use you 
learning to do right, when it’s troublesome to do right and ain’t no trouble to do 
wrong, and the wages is just the same?”

Ch. 19

Why are the con-men so important to the themes of the novel? Choose 2-4 examples from the plot that show how they reveal different themes in the novel.


“I’ve done considerable in the doctoring way in my time. Layin’ on o’hands is my 
best holt – for cancer, and paralysis, and sich things; and I k’n tell a fortune pretty 
good, when I’ve got somebody along to find out the facts for me. Preachin’s my 
line, too; and workin’ camp-meetin’s; and missionaryin around.”

Ch. 22

Several times throughout the novel, Huck notices how humans can be cruel to each other as well as how a lack of humanity is expressed in society. Find 2-4 examples where Huck expresses this observation of humanity. For example, the character of Sherburn states:

“I was born and raised in the South, and I’ve lived in the North; so I know the 
average all around. The average man’s a coward. In the North he lets anybody 
walk all over him that wants to, and goes home and prays for a humble spirit to 
bear it. In the South one man, all by himself, has stopped a stage full of men, in 
the day-time and robbed the lot…”

Ch. 27

“She said the beautiful trip to England was most about spoiled for her; she didn’t know how she was ever going to be happy there, knowing the mother and the children warn’t ever going to see each other no more – and then she busted out bitterer than ever…”


Find other instances where the children show the hypocrisy of society.
Ch. 31

“Once I said to myself it would be a thousand times better for Jim to be a slave at home where his family was, as long as he’d got to be a slave, and so I’d better write a letter to Tom Sawyer and tell him to tell Miss Watson where he was. But I soon give up that notion, for two things: she’d be mad and disgusted at his rascality and ungratefulness for leaving…so I warn’ so much to blame; but something inside me kept saying…”

· Discuss Society and Conscious

· A little later: Huck writes the letter to Miss Watson informing her about Jim’s location. Huck starts thinking about”

· “…how near I come to being lost and going to hell. And went on thinking…But somehow I couldn’t seem to strike no places to harden me against him, but only the other kind…I was the best friend old Jim every had in the world, and the only one he’s got now; and then I happened to look around, and see that paper.”

· Later, Huck exclaims, “All right, then, I’ll go to hell.”

· What does this situation show you about society? 

· Thinking about the plot diagram, why is this the point of no-return? Why is this the climax of the novel?

Ch. 34

Earlier in the novel, the audience learns that Tom Sawyer is more civilized than Huck. Keeping this in mind, discuss what Tom could represent during the whole planning process of Jim’s escape. 


“Here was a boy that was respectable, and well brung up; and had a character to 
lose; and folks at home that had characters; and he was bright and not leather-
headed; and knowing and not ignorant; and not mean, but kind; and yet here he 
was, without any more pride, or rightness, or feeling, than to stoop to this 
business, and make himself a shame, and his family a shame, before everybody.”

If Tom represents civilized society, then what is Twain saying about civilized society when Tom explains why the plan must go a specific way. Revisit the scenes where Tom becomes frustrated with Huck and Jim and think about what Twain is saying about society.

Throughout the Novel
Why is alcohol mentioned so much? List 2-4 instances in the plot where alcohol is mentioned. Discuss how this relates to: society, Huck’s character, satire etc…
Throughout the Novel

List 2-4 instances where the slaves are viewed as property. For example, when Huck (as Tom Sawyer) explains that he “late” because the boat “blowed out a cylinder—head,” she questions if anyone was hurt. Huck replies, “No’m. Killed a nigger.” To which she replies, “Well, it’s lucky; because sometime people do get hurt.” This short interaction is painfully obvious in its revealing of the slaves-as-property mentality. Find 2-4 more examples and explain what Twain reveals through these instances in the plot. 

Throughout the Novel

Continue to find instances where Huck’s conscience and / or Huck’s innocence makes more sense that the codes / rules / regulations of society. 

