Ode: Expression
20 Points

Introduction: In simple terms, an ode is a poem of praise that was originally meant to be sung. There are three common variations: Horatian, Irregular, and Pindaric. The ode was created by Pindar out of the traditional forms of Greek tragedy and revised by Horace, a Roman poet. As Horace could not replicate the passionate, ceremonious tone of Pindar, he changed the tone to what we now associate odes with: serene, reflective, and highly intimate. For this assignment, we will be following Horace through his personalization of the ode and John Keats, an English Romantic poet, through his revision of Horace’s style with the rhyme scheme of ‘abab cde cde’. 
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Example: The first stanza of “Ode to a Nightingale” by John Keats (1819)
My heart aches, and a drowsy numbness pains

A
  My sense, as though of hemlock I had drunk,

B
Or emptied some dull opiate to the drains


A
  One minute past, and Lethe-wards had sunk:

B 
’Tis not through envy of thy happy lot,


C
  But being too happy in thine happiness,—


D
    That thou, light-winged Dryad of the trees,

E
          In some melodious plot



C
  Of beechen green, and shadows numberless,

D
    Singest of summer in full-throated ease.


E
Task: You can write the traditional ode of praise to an object, person, place, feeling, activity OR an Angry Ode (a modern version of the ode () for this assignment. 
Requirements: The minimum requirements are: completing brainstorming, including an extended metaphor in the ode, following the rhyme scheme, and praising or criticizing a person, place, feeling, activity, or object. But to get full credit, you want to go beyond the minimum requirements and show you put exceptional effort into writing. Ways to go beyond the requirements include incorporating some similes, alliteration, personification, imagery, and precise diction which accurately expresses a feeling (‘esteemed peer’ or ‘confidant’ rather than ‘friend’ ; ‘definitively loath’ or ‘detest’ rather than ‘hate’)
Items which will help your writing: A Dictionary and a Thesaurus 
Steps:
1. Brainstorming: [You will turn this in!]
a. Make a list of ideas you might use in the ode. 
b. Create an Extended Metaphor. What can you compare to this person, place, feeling, activity, or object to help us understand how much you love it or hate it?

i. How is the relationship with your mother like a circus? How is the way you feel when playing soccer like being on a battlefield? How is life like a rollercoaster? How is your favorite sweatshirt like a protective shield? 
c. Consider some of the other types of figurative language to help you write the poem

i. Personification (if it’s not a person, make it real to us)
ii. Imagery (help us imagine the object, place, person, feeling, or activity in a wonderful or horrible way)
iii. Rhyming words (list some words that rhyme)
2. Write a 10-line stanza using an ababcdecde rhyme scheme. [You will turn this in!]
3. Revise as needed. 

