Ralph Waldo Emerson: Explanation of “Over-Soul”
In New England transcendentalism, a spiritual essence or vital force in the universe in which all souls participate and that therefore transcends individual consciousness.
A supreme reality or mind; the spiritual unity of all being.

General Overview

· One of the best sources of information about Emerson’s faith.
· He believed God resided in each of us and that we could communicate with God without membership in a church. 
· Essay contains the idea of “the many and the one”: all objects are part of nature’s whole, but each is particular in itself. With the many, there could not be the one; without the one, there could not be the many.

· Themes
· Duality: certain objects contrast naturally with each other (east and west, night and day). Both of these are needed if a condition of wholeness is to exist.

· Force that energizes creation (Over-Soul)
· Emerson’s beliefs:

· God was accessible to all people whether they are searching for it or not.
· We can demonstrate God’s presence in us by how we live our lives – by our actions and our characters.

· Explain how Emerson’s ideas are similar or different to Puritanism, Rationalism, and Deism.
Breakdown of the Essay

Over-Soul Defined
· Emerson states what the over-soul is not.
· He also explains what it is.

· He claims we as humans depend too much on our physical senses rather than on our spiritual resources. This causes intuition to be overpowered but it is still possible to use intuition.

The Soul and Society

· The Over-Soul unites us. Each of us possesses an individual soul that is part of the Over-Soul and we are subconsciously aware of the bond between us.

· Again, we see the idea of acting entirely without consideration of what society thinks. We should act on our thoughts before they are filtered through society's demands for normalcy and consistency.
· Although God exists in every one of us, society's pressures cause us to behave differently and unnaturally than God would have us act; this disparity creates a rift between our souls and the Over-Soul, which does not give partly of itself – as does the person who is afraid of inconsistency — but wholly.
Revelation 

· Actions speak louder than words.

· We can ask many questions but language is not good enough to provide the answer.

· Responsible actions are what will secure our souls for immortality.

· We do not have the right to judge others.

The Soul and the Individual

· The scholar or poet who bases opinions on his own experience speaks "from within," but the scholar or poet who imitates rather than creates speaks "from without." 

· Again, we see Emerson refer to lifestyle: the individual least converted by society’s materialism will live the most fulfilling of lives.

· What about the concept of the Over-Soul resembles democratic values?






Connection: TED Talk - Nicholas Christakis: The hidden influence of social networks
“The Supreme Critic on the errors of the past and the present, and the only prophet of that which must be, is that great nature in which we rest, as the earth lies in the soft arms of the atmosphere; that Unity, that Over-soul, within which every man’s particular being is contained and made one with all other; that common heart.”








The simplest person, who in his integrity worships God, becomes God"; or "Behold, it saith, I am born into the great, the universal mind. I the imperfect, adore my own Perfect."





“Space is ample, east and west,�But two cannot go abreast,�Cannot travel in it two:�Yonder masterful cuckoo�Crowds every egg out of the nest,�Quick or dead, except its own;�A spell is laid on sod and stone,�Night and Day 've been tampered with,�Every quality and pith�Surcharged and sultry with a power�That works its will on age and hour.”








"All goes to show that the soul in man is not an organ...is not a function…is not a faculty [talent, ability]…is not the intellect or the will…”. However, it uses all of these of its purposes.





“Within man is the soul of the whole; the wise silence; the universal beauty, to which every part and particle is equally related; the eternal ONE. And this deep power in which we exist and whose beatitude is all accessible to us, is not only self-sufficing and perfect in every hour, but the act of seeing and the thing seen, the seer and the spectacle, the subject and the object, are one. We see the world piece by piece, as the sun, the moon, the animal, the tree; but the whole, of which these are the shining parts, is the soul.


�








"These questions which we lust to ask about the future, are a confession of sin. God has no answer to them. No answer in words can reply to a question of things."








"But the soul that ascends to worship the great God, is plain and true; has no rose-color, no fine friends, no chivalry, no adventures; does not want admiration; dwells in the hour that now is, in the earnest experience of the common day."








"If he have found his centre, the Deity will shine through him, through all the disguises of ignorance, of ungenial temperament, of unfavorable circumstance."











