Parenthetical Citations: The Way to Avoid Stealing Someone Else’s Ideas or Words

“Plagiarists should be pitied and scorned.” (MLA Handbook)

Parenthetical – in parentheses 

Citation – citing where you found the information

------------------------------------------------------------
Where do I put these citations?

*Every BODY PARAGRAPH must have at least five citations…check your requirements sheet


- 
Put citations at the end of the sentence 



(before the punctuation)

EX: They were something like today’s coaches except that they claimed to have magical powers (Vennum 28).

EX: Twenty-two-year-old Thomas Jefferson praised chocolate as “superior to coffee or tea for health and nourishment” (Beach 3).


NOTICE:

1. Vennum / Beach is the author’s name

2. 28 / 3 is the page number that this idea came from

3. The period is AFTER the parentheses

4. The end of the quotation marks are BEFORE the parentheses

5. These parentheses are giving credit to the idea and/or words of someone else!

HOW DO I KNOW WHAT TO PUT IN PARENTHESES?


For a book with one author: 
(Last #)









(Fisher 57) ( no comma


If you have more than one book by the SAME author, 
then you must include the title as well:







(Dickens, David Copperfield 46)


If your source has more than one author, then you 
must include both authors:






(McFadden and France 32-33)


If there are MORE THAN TWO AUTHORS, then you only 
need to cite one name, followed by the words “et all” 
which means “and others”






(Brown et al. 115)


If your work does NOT have an author, then simply use 
the title


(“Elegy for Jane”) ( Notice the title is PUNCTUTATED





OR

USE NOODLETOOLS!

· Click on “Bibliography” and look at a source

· This source has the option of “Parenthetical Citation”

· Click on this option and apply it to your paper!

HOW WOULD YOU CITE THE FOLLOWING?

1. A reference to a brief feature called “You Be the Judge” by Jose Schorr. The article appears on page 82 of the Saturday Evening Post in the March 2004 issue.

2. An article entitled “Eskimo” on page 927 of The Columbia Encyclopedia, 6th edition, 2000. No author listed.

3. A quotation from the letter to the editor in The Miami Herold. The letter is by Frankie Ruiz and is titled “Successful Marathon.” The letter appears on page 20 of Section A in the February 5, 2004 edition.

