Photo Essay Assignment

Honors English 11

Keirn-Swanson and Rose

A photo essay uses an arrangement of photographs to tell a story or explore a theme. Typically published in a book or periodical, this type of essay provides a multimedia approach to storytelling due to the exploration and display of photographs. Although some photo essays explain their purpose solely through photographs, some might include a caption or an entire essay. 

For this assignment, you are going to create a photo essay that includes five pictures that are accompanied by a 300-500 word essay. The challenge is balancing your message equally between the photographs and the essay. 
Requirements

Due Date: _________________________________

Topic:
You are going to explore American ideals and identity. You are required to capture what it 
means to be an American in 2012. 
Word Count:
300-500 words
Photographs:
5 photos that explain and enhance the essay. These photographs help develop the topic, 


complement the writing, and harmonize with the overall meaning.
· these photographs can be your original work, someone else’s work, or a combination of both

· When you use someone else’s work, then you must cite it in MLA Style

Total Points:
70 points (Your text will be graded according to the AP Rubric)

· 30 points for the photographs

· 40 points for the essay
How do I turn this in?:
You are going to turn in a hard copy of your photo essay. Be prepared to 




share this with the class. As always, you must cite where you found your 




photographs. If you decide to take your own photos, then be sure to make 




your audience aware that this is your original work.





*The OWL explains how to properly cite a photograph from the web*





*Noodletools has an option for citing a photograph*

Tips / Ideas to Consider:
Choose a topic that can be expressed though five different images

Think of the translation of a written essay into a visual essay





Choose photographs that appeal to the emotions





A picture is worth a thousand words. If this is true, then you have the 




opportunity to develop your topic in five thousand words. This doesn’t 




even include the 300-500 word essay (




You can find samples at:





http://lightbox.time.com/category/photo-essay/





http://photophilanthropy.org/galleries/explore-essays/
Brainstorming:
Three potential topics
_____________________
_____________________






_____________________

