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  Research Paper Review: The Outline

An outline is the structure of your paper. An outline is extremely important for organization! This makes it SO much easier to write the paper when you have thought about your thesis and information extensively in advance.
Format requirements:

· MLA heading and title

· Thesis needs to be at the top of your outline page.

· Then you will alternate numbers and letters in the following order:

· Roman Numerals: I, II, III, IV, etc. 

· Uppercase Letters: A, B, C, D, etc.

· Arabic Numerals: 1, 2, 3, 4, etc.

· Lowercase Letters: a, b, c, d, etc.

Content requirements/tips:

· You need to make your outline specific and complete. 

· You need your Notes Organizer!

· You will be copying and pasting the information from the “In my own words” section to various parts of your outline. Now, you will begin to make those pieces of paraphrased and properly cited information flow together.

Parallelism

This is a good technique! What is parallelism?

· Parallel structure means using the same pattern of words to show that two or more ideas have the same level of importance. This can happen at the word, phrase, or clause level. The usual way to join parallel structures is with the use of coordinating conjunctions such as "and" or "or." Since we want each part of your thesis to be important, parallel structure reinforces this to the reader.
· Parallelism in words
· Some examples:

· Mary likes hiking, swimming, and bicycling.
· Mary likes to hike, to swim, and to ride a bicycle. OR Mary likes to hike, swim, and ride a bicycle.
· (Note: You can use "to" before all the verbs in a sentence or only before the first one.)
· Do not mix forms.
· Not Parallel: Mary likes hiking, swimming, and to ride a bicycle.
· Parallel: Mary likes hiking, swimming, and riding a bicycle.
· Not Parallel: The production manager was asked to write his report quickly, accurately, and in a detailed manner.
· Parallel: The production manager was asked to write his report quickly, accurately, and thoroughly.
· Not Parallel: The teacher said that he was a poor student because he waited until the last minute to study for the exam, completed his lab problems in a careless manner, and his motivation was low.
· Parallel: The teacher said that he was a poor student because he waited until the last minute to study for the exam, completed his lab problems in a careless manner, and lacked motivation.
· Clauses: A parallel structure that begins with clauses must keep on with clauses. Changing to another pattern or changing the voice of the verb (from active to passive or vice versa) will break the parallelism.
· Not Parallel: The coach told the players that they should get a lot of sleep, that they should not eat too much, and to do some warm-up exercises before the game.
· Parallel: The coach told the players that they should get a lot of sleep, that they should not eat too much, and that they should do some warm-up exercises before the game. OR The coach told the players that they should get a lot of sleep, not eat too much, and do some warm-up exercises before the game.
· Not Parallel: The salesman expected that he would present his product at the meeting, that there would be time for him to show his slide presentation, and that questions would be asked by prospective buyers. (passive)
· Parallel: The salesman expected that he would present his product at the meeting, that there would be time for him to show his slide presentation, and that prospective buyers would ask him questions.

· Parallelism in structure: For every A you should try to have a B; If you use verbs in A, you should use verbs in B (A. Choose Desired Colleges    B. Prepare Application)

· Although some points are stronger than others, you want to be as balanced as possible. 
· Parallelism Practice: Using the examples to guide you, create 5 sentences which are not parallel and then make them parallel.
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Example – This is just an example. You do not have to stick to the exact amount of “A’s”, “B’s”, “1’s”, “2’s”, etc. However, I would not recommend doing much less than this example shows.
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Daily task information


General category (example: communication)


Quote or paraphrase


Explanation of task or connection to something else


Explanation of task of connection to something else
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Explanation of task or connection to something else
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General category (example: management)


Quote or paraphrase


Explanation of task or connection to something else
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Explanation of task or connection to something else
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History of Profession / Job


Beginning of career 


Quote or paraphrase


Explanation or connection to something else
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Advancement of career 


Quote or paraphrase
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Explanation or connection to something else
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Explanation or connection to something else
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First Thesis Point


First reason to support your point


Quote or paraphrase
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Second reason to support your point
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Explanation or connection to something else





										








Third reason to support your point


Quote or paraphrase


Explanation or connection to something else


Explanation or connection to something else


Second thesis point


First reason to support your point


Quote or paraphrase


Explanation or connection to something else


Explanation or connection to something else


Quote or paraphrase


Explanation or connection to something else


Explanation or connection to something else


Second reason to support your point


Quote or paraphrase


Explanation or connection to something else


Explanation or connection to something else


Quote or paraphrase


Explanation or connection to something else


Explanation or connection to something else


Third thesis point


First reason to support your point


Quote or paraphrase


Explanation or connection to something else
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Quote or paraphrase


Explanation or connection to something else


Explanation or connection to something else


Second reason to support your point


Quote or paraphrase


Explanation or connection to something else


Explanation or connection to something else


Quote or paraphrase


Explanation or connection to something else


Explanation or connection to something else


Fourth thesis point


First reason to support your point


Quote or paraphrase





										








