	Specific Themes
	Vague Themes/Single Word Themes

	· the art of storytelling is a powerful tool in relieving guilt

· storytelling, whether true or fiction, should be used to relate, rather than create, feelings, experiences, and morals 

· death isn't an event that is meant to be escaped or feared; it is a fact of one's existence and is the climatic end to anyone's life

· differences in culture prove to be a challenge but also a blessing

· mothers and their children have unexpected commonalities despite cultural barriers

· despite contrasting cultures, mothers and daughters can overcome their differences and understand each other

· there is no romance in warfare

· soldiers not only carry heavy physical loads, but emotional loads as well

· the challenges of cultural translation

· traditional gender roles need not limit the way one lives her life

· the destruction of war can forever alter the mind of a human being
	· sexism

· to find identity

· mortality and the destructiveness of war

· illusion of free will

· acceptance

· destructiveness of war

· becoming one's self

· heaviness of burdens

· finding one's identity

· the emotional burdens soldiers face

· hope, desire, and dreams

· guilt

· inequality

· war is harmful

· the importance of identity

· destructiveness of war

· importance of family

· remember the good times, not the bad
· never forget your roots

· home

· hope and staying hopeful

· predestination

· alienation

· identity




Empty Sentences

An empty sentence is one that says essential nothing because it is obvious.

The setting is one aspect of the story ________________ uses to display his theme.

The point-of-view in this story plays a huge role in portraying the theme.

The point-of-view plays an especially vital role in ________________________.

Style is defined as the manner of expression, or how a speaker or writer says what he says.

The story's point-of-view is essential to portraying the theme of the book..

The theme of the novel ___________________ is expressed through the setting.

In order to enhance the reader's experience with the novel, ______ uses an array of figurative devices.

First of all, the setting of the novel is highly significant.

First, the language is very instrumental in getting the them across to the audience.

Other Weak Topic Sentences

Weak topic sentences are often facts or general observations that do not support the thesis or connect directly to the book.

The setting of The Namesake is divided throughout the book with a majority of the story taking place in the United States and small pieces taking place in India.

The stories are mainly told in first person by the narrator and protagonist, Tim O'Brien.

The setting of The Things They Carried is mostly in Vietnam, during wartime, when the narrator is just a young man.

The story is narrated by Vonnegut himself in both first and third person omniscient.

The Color Purple is not written in sections or chapters as many other books are.

The historical context of Slaughterhouse-5 also has a key role in expressing the tragedies of war.

Strong Topic Sentences

A strong topic sentence conveys a clear and specific idea.  It provides a supporting argument for the thesis statement.  It is something the writer will prove throughout the paragraph.
O'Brien's style of repetition is used throughout the novel to help the reader envision the burdens carried by the soldiers in the story.

Point-of-view shifts in The Joy Luck Club also illustrate the theme of sexism by showing that regardless of stage of life or position in society, all women experience the power of sexism in their world.

Not only can Vonnegut's disinterest in war be seen in his use of specific writing techniques, but the language he used was very blunt and disengaged.

